
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ENTRIES CLOSE AT SECRETARY’S ADDRESS AT  
6:00 P.M. (EDT) Thursday, May 23, 2013, after which time entries 

cannot be accepted, canceled or substituted. 
 

PREMIUM LIST 
 

12th & 13th Working Certificate and  
Working Certificate Excellent Tests 

 

 
 

Central Carolina Poodle Club 
“Member of the American Kennel Club” 

 
Saturday, June 1, 2013 
Sunday, June 2, 2013 

 

Revilo Farm 
3500 Boyd’s Creek Hwy 
Sevierville, TN  37876 



 
 

Central Carolina Poodle Club Officers 
  
  

 President    Marion Epperson 
Vice President   Caroline Hair 
Corresponding Secretary   Connie Felton 
Recording Secretary  Vickie Haywood 
Treasurer    Judith G W Butler 

  
Board of Directors 

  
             Kathy Evans 
             Sally Irvin 
             Josh Pressley 
   
  

 Test Chairperson:   Judy Butler, 284 Back Creek Road, Asheboro, NC, 27205 or  
       wildgayle@aol.com   

  
 Assistant Chairperson:  Carol Stone, 1598 Hawk Lane, Seymour, TN, 37865 or 
              schwartzpudel@hughes.net.  

  
Test Secretary:  Judy Butler 
  
Chief Marshall:  Beth White  
  
Game Marshal:  Vickie Haywood 
   
Hospitality:  Beth White/Carol Stone    
   

Test Committee 
  

Judy Butler  Marion Epperson   Josh Pressley 
Vickie Haywood  Connie Felton 

  
Judges 

  
 Doug Nelson   Shelia Nelson 
 3161 Hanging Limb Hwy  3161 Hanging Limb Hwy 
                Monterey, TN  38574              Monterey, TN  38574 

 

 

 

 
Poodles Only 

  
This test is open to all Poodles.  Poodle Club of America, Inc. rules will be used.  WC/WCX 
Rules and Guidelines are available from Mrs. Joyce Carelli, PCA WC/WCX Chairman, 220 
Amblewood Tr., Hendersonville, NC 28739, jcarelli@bellsouth.net, or are online at 
poodleclubofamerica.org.  
  
The Test start time will be announced with the running order, after the draw is held. Running 
order will be sent to each exhibitor by email, will be posted at 
http://www.centralcarolinapoodleclub.org, and will be posted at the site.  
  
Test Headquarters:  Revilo Farm, 3500 Boyd’s Creek Hwy, Sevierville, TN  37876 
Birds:  Fresh killed ducks will be used for all tests.  Everyone entered in the test or stakes, or 
working at the test, may take ONE of the birds (1 bird/dog/day) used in the test home. If there 
are birds left after everyone has one, each person may take additional birds on a first-come 
first-served basis, as long as everyone who wants them gets an equal share. Birds that were 
purchased but not used for the test may be purchased at the end of the test on Sunday for 
$15.   
  
Prizes: Each qualifying dog will receive a rosette ribbon and duck band.  Qualifying WC and 
WCX Poodles are eligible for Poodle Club of America, Inc. certificates.  Each dog or puppy 
showing interest in birds or retrieving in the Stakes will receive a ribbon.  
  
Bitches in Season and injured dogs: In heat bitches cannot run and  must not be out of 
vehicles until after all dogs have run, and must remain on leash at all times when not in a 
vehicle.  A refund of the entry fee, less bird costs, will be available for bitches in season.  A 
similar refund for injured dogs will be given if a veterinarian receipt is provided. 
  
Food:  Complimentary morning coffee and light breakfast foods will be available for everyone. 
Lunch will be available on-site both days for $7.00/person.  If you would like to reserve a 
lunch, please fill out the lunch form and send it and payment with your entry to: Judy Butler, 
Test Secretary at the address on the form.  Saturday night there will be a pot luck dinner.  See 
page 6 for details. 
  
Guidelines: There is some shade available, but not necessarily near the test location.  Please 
bring your own shade and water.  Dogs must be on leash or confined when not running in test.  
Electronic collars are not permitted.   
  
Please air/exercise your dogs away from the test location and those areas where there is 
likely to be foot traffic.  PICK UP after your dog.  This is a privately owned farm.  We must 
leave this facility in exceptional condition.  Individuals not cleaninq up after their doqs, or 
themselves, will be asked to leave.  Please park only where directed.  Do not drive in planted 
fields.  Dogs should not be loose except when running the test. 
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ACCOMODATIONS 

  
All facilities below accept pets except the last one and are in close proximity to the test site, 
and are accessed off Interstate 40, exit 407.  There is no RV or camping allowed at the test 
site. 
  
HOST HOTEL - LaQuinta:  2428 Winfield Dunn Parkway (Hwy 66), Sevierville / Kodak, TN  
37764 (865) 933-3339.  2 queen beds $79/night - no pet fees. All rooms have 
refrigerators/microwave.  Breakfast included. 
  
Baymont Inn & Suites: 2863 Winfield Dunn Parkway (Hwy 66), Sevierville / Kodak, TN  
37764.   (800) 939-9448.  2 queen beds $91/night +$10/night pet fee - two dogs max per 
room.  Not all rooms have refrigerators / microwave.  Breakfast included. 
  
Smoky Mountain Days Inn: 3402 Winfield Dunn Parkway (Hwy 66), Sevierville / Kodak, TN  
37764.   (800) 304-3915.  2 queen beds $54.95 & $10/night per dog All rooms have 
refrigerators and most have microwave.  Breakfast included. 
  
Motel 6: 3385 Winfield Dunn Parkway (Hwy 66), Sevierville / Kodak, TN  37764   (865) 933-
7378.  2 queen beds $40/night - No pet fee.  Free Morning Coffee 
  
Riverside RV Park and Resort: only 2 miles from test site.  4280 Boyd’s Creek Hwy., 
Sevierville, TN  37876   (800) 341-7534 www.riversidecamp.com.  Full Hookup Sites: 30 amp 
$32/day, 50 amp $34/day   (sites 9-25 are riverside) Cabins (pets NOT allowed in cabins) 
$79/day (2 full size beds) 
  
Oak Haven Resort - Luxury Log Cabins:: only 2 miles from test site.  1947 Old Knoxville 
Hwy, Sevierville, TN  37876   (800) 652-2611.  1 Bedroom (pets NOT allowed) $155/night. 

  
HOTEL / MOTEL REGULATIONS 

  
The following rules have been established for the good of all exhibitors concerned. Please 
follow these rules so that we may continue to use these motels for future events. Thank you 
for your cooperation. 
• Plastic sheeting is to be placed under every crate in hotel rooms.  This will keep carpets     

clean and dry.  It is the responsibility of the owner to provide plastic sheeting for each 
crate. 

• Dogs must be crated when owner is out of the room.  No exceptions.  
• Dogs must be kept on leash at all times while in the hotel, lobbies, or on hotel grounds. 

Rooms and lobby must be kept clean of dog debris. 
• Dogs should be “exercised” in designated areas on hotel premises.  Every dog owner is 

expected to pick up after his or her own dog and dispose waste in designated trash 
cans.  It is the responsibility of the dog owner to find out from the innkeeper where these 
areas and cans are. 

  
  

 
 

HOTEL / MOTEL REGULATIONS (Cont.) 
  

• No dog may be bathed in the hotel due to severe clogging problems in the drain pipes. 
• Rooms will be inspected daily by members of the hotel staff and observed violations or 

damages will be reported to the hotel management and/or the investigative committee. 
• The Investigative Committee, working with a fair and equitable system, is charged with 

investigating complaints. 
• Each dog owner/registrant is expected to cooperate with the Investigative Committee, 

hopefully setting damage claims on the spot, or else must be willing to furnish information 
such as Insurance policy numbers and other pertinent information required. 

• Should a hotel/motel for cause, deem it necessary to cancel room privileges, the 
registrant agrees to forego legal actions against the club and the hotel/motel. 

• Please confirm that the motel/hotel accepts dog(s) when making your reservations   
 
 

EMERGENCIES 

  

Tri County Veterinary Clinic:  1935 Boyd’s Creek Hwy, Sevierville, TN  

(865) 428-5795 

  

Knoxville Pet Emergency Clinic:  1819 Ailor Avenue NW, Knoxville, TN   

(865) 637-0114 

  

LeConte Medical Center:  742 Middle Creek Road, Sevierville, TN (865) 446-7000 

  

MD Express Urgent Care Clinic:  1548 Parkway, Suite 201, Sevierville, TN  

(865) 429-0260 

  

Smoky Mountain Urgent Care Clinic:   1017 Middle Creek Road, Sevierville, TN             

(865) 428-2773 

 

  

CATALOGS 
  

One catalog will be provided for each person entered free of charge.  If you are not entered 
or want additional copies, there will be a $5.00 charge per catalog.  We are taking pre-
orders for catalogs so we know how many extra to print. We will not have many extras 
available for purchase.  If you want a copy of the catalog, please include it in your order. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

The Central Carolina Poodle Club would like to thank Chuck Atchley for the use of his 
property at Revilo Farm for the tests. 
 
 
Thanks to the East Tennessee Retriever Club for the use of its equipment & procurement 
of birds for this test. 
 
Many thanks to Gale Frana & family for “duck sitting” for a week so that we could save on 
a delivery fee for the ducks. 
 
 
Thanks to Beth White & Carol Stone for doing the leg work in Tennessee arrange for 
accommodations, a test site, duck procurement, equipment loan, lunches, & other odds & 
ends necessary to make this test happen. 
 
Thanks to Joe White & Kevin Stone for volunteering to be chefs for a day for our potluck 
dinner on Saturday night. 
 
Catalogs were donated by Kevin & Carol Stone in memory of Río. 

 

POTLUCK DINNER & POODLE PLAYTIME 

Saturday after the conclusion of the WC/WCX everyone is invited to Schwartzpudel Farm, 
home of Kevin & Carol Stone, for a potluck dinner and poodle play afternoon.  We will have an   
agility course set up for those wishing to try their hand at agility, obedience equipment, a rally 
course, and those wanting more duck play can use the pond.  At 6:00 PM join us at the house 
for a pot luck dinner.  We will have burgers on the grill & condiments.  Please bring sides to 
share; i.e. chips, dips, drinks, etc.  Please RSVP on the form on page 8 so we know how 
many to expect. 

Directions to Schwartzpdel Farm from Revilo Farm:  Schwartzpudel Farm is located at 
1598 Hawk Lane, Seymour, TN, 37865. Head southwest on TN-338 S/Boyds Creek Hwy for 
9.6 miles.  At the traffic light, turn left onto TN-35 N/US-411 N/US-441 S/Chapman Hwy and 
continue for 3.1 miles.  Make a sharp right onto Wye Dr. and go 1.9 miles.  Turn left onto S. 
Knob Creek (across from The Posey Patch Nursery) and go 1.1 miles.  Just past a sharp right 
curve in the road turn left onto S. Delozier Rd.  Go .2 miles and make the 1st right onto Hawk 
Lane.  Go to the end of Hawk Lane (app .7 miles).  Drive is at the end just past white rock 
mailbox with poodle on top.  If you get lost call:  (865) 908-7493. 

 

 

 
STAKES (Saturday only) 

  
Any owner-dog team wishing to participate is welcome.  Come have fun, test your dog’s 
instincts and give retrieving a try!  The stakes are open to puppies 8 weeks and up.  Give your 
veteran dogs a chance to see what they can do!  No experience by either doq or handler is 
required but you do need a hunting license.  TN law requires the owner and handler of a dog 
to have a valid hunting license.  There is a limit of 20 Stakes entries. 
  

HUNTING LICENSES 
  

All participants must have in their possession a valid, current hunting license from 
their state of residence.  The CCPC will not be liable for anyone who does not have a 
current hunting license with him or her.  

  
SPECTATORS 

  
• Spectators and volunteers not handling a dog do not have to have a hunting license.   
• Please wear dark clothing. Jeans are fine.  Hats, shirts, pants, etc. should not be white or 

pastels, as these colors will distract the dogs being tested.  Browns, grays, and khakis 
are all good colors. 

• Please park where directed.  It is important that the dogs being tested are not distracted. 
• Please bring a chair, shade, and water for your dogs.  Dogs may not be loose. 

Spectators must follow the guidelines on this page.   
• Please place chairs for viewing only in the area as instructed by the Marshall.  We will 

have someone available as much as possible to answer questions. 
  
  

DIRECTIONS 

  
Directions from Headquarters Hotel: Head north on Winfield Dunn Pkwy toward Huffaker 
Rd.  Make a U-turn at Huffaker Rd.  After 1 mile turn right onto TN-338 S/Boyd’s Creek Hwy 
continue for 2.3 miles to Revilo Farm on Right. 
  
From the North/East:  Take I-40 West towards Knoxville.  Take exit 407 for TN-66 toward 
Sevierville/Pigeon Forge.  Turn left onto Hwy 66/Winfield Dunn Pkwy towards Sevierville/ 
Pigeon Forge.  After 4.4 miles turn right onto TN-338 S/Boyd’s Creek Hwy and continue for 
2.3 miles to Revilo Farm on Right. 
  
From the South/West:  Take I-40 East towards Knoxville.  Take exit 407 for TN-66 toward 
Sevierville/Pigeon Forge.  Turn right onto Hwy 66/Winfield Dunn Pkwy towards Sevierville/ 
Pigeon Forge.  After 4.1 miles turn right onto TN-338 S/Boyd’s Creek Hwy and continue for 
2.3 miles to Revilo Farm on Right. 
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LUNCH AND CATALOG RESERVATION FORM AND ORDER FORM  

Lunches wi l l  be avai labl e a t  the tes t s i te  both days 

 

Reservations must be received by May 22, 2013. 

Make checks payable to the Central Carolina Poodle Club.  Mail check and this registration 
form to:  Judy Butler, 284 Back Creek Road, Asheboro, NC  27205 

 

 

Name 

 

 

Phone Number 

 

 

E-mail Address 

 

 

# of Lunches Saturday 

  

X $7.00  

 

TOTAL 

 

# of Lunches Sunday 

  

X $7.00  

 

TOTAL 

# Attending Potluck 
Saturday 

 

 

 

 

Catalogs 

  

X $5.00  

 

TOTAL 

 

TOTAL 

 

 

  

  

 

VOLUNTEER SIGN UP FORM 

CCPC is a small club, and putting on these tests requires a lot of volunteers.  Almost all 
positions require people to have hunting licenses, so we cannot just call on our general 
membership to help.  Please help us continue to have tests by volunteering to help.  You will, 
of course, have plenty of time to get your dog out and exercised prior to running.  Water and 
soft drinks will be provided for workers. 

  

 Please return this form with your entries! 

My dogs are entered in: 

Saturday  WC   WCX  

Sunday  WC   WCX  

 

Please select the job(s) you are willing to do. Depending on the number of volunteers we 
hope to have you work only one or two positions each day.  We will assign jobs after entries 
close.  More than one person is needed for every position.  As there are two blinds and a lot 
of equipment to move.  We will have a truck available to move equipment, but it needs to be 
loaded and unloaded. 

  

Set-up before test     

WCX Land Gunner   WCX Land Thrower  

WC Land Gunner 
 

  WC Land Thrower  

Move equipment from land 
to water 

  Tear down after test  

WCX  Water Gunner   WCX Water Thrower  

WC  Water Gunner   WC Water Thrower  
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AGREEMENT 

  

I (we) agree that the club holding this event has the right to refuse this entry for cause which 

the club shall deem sufficient. In consideration of the acceptance of this entry and of the 

holding of this event and of the opportunity to have the dog judged and to earn prizes or 

ribbons, I (we) agree to hold the Central Carolina Poodle Club (CCPC), its members, 

directors, governors, officers, agents, superintendents or event secretary and the owner 

and/or lessor of the premises and any provider of services that are necessary to hold this 

event and any employees or volunteers of the aforementioned parties, and any judge, judging 

at this event, harmless from any claim for loss or injury which may be alleged to have been 

caused directly or indirectly to any person or thing by the act of this dog while in or about the 

event premises or grounds or near any entrance thereto, and I (we) personally assume all 

responsibility and liability for any such claim; and I (we) further agree to hold the 

aforementioned parties harmless from any claim for loss, injury or damage to this dog. 

  

 

Additionally, I (we) hereby assume the sole responsibility for and agree to indemnify, defend 

and save the aforementioned parties harmless from any and all loss and expense (including 

legal fees) by reason of the liability imposed by the law upon any of the aforementioned 

parties for damage because of bodily injuries, including death at any time resulting therefrom, 

sustained by any person or persons, including yourself (ourselves), or on account of damage 

to, or loss/theft of property, arising out of or in consequence of my (our) participation in this 

event, however such, injuries, death or property damage may be caused, and whether or not 

the same may have been caused or may be alleged to have been caused by the negligence 

of the aforementioned parties or any of their employees, agents, or any other persons. I (we) 

agree that any cause of action, controversy or claim arising out of or related to the entry, 

exhibition or attendance at the event and myself (ourselves) or as to the construction, 

interpretation and effect of this agreement shall be settled by arbitration pursuant to the 

applicable rules of the American Arbitration Association. However, prior to arbitration all 

applicable PCA and CCPC bylaws, rules, regulations and procedures must be followed as set 

forth in the PCA and CCPC Charter and Bylaws, rules, regulations, and published policies and 

guidelines.  

  

 

 

 

 
Central Carolina Poodle Club  

Stakes Entry Form 
  

Saturday, June 1st, 2013 only 
  

Location:   Revilo Farm, 3500 Boyd’s Creek Hwy, Sevierville, TN.  37876 
Entries Close:  6 P.M. (EDT) May 23, 2013  
Drawing:  7 P.M. (EDT) May 24, 2013 at: 284 Back Creek Rd., Asheboro, NC 27205 
Entry Fees:  $20  
Make checks payable to:  Central Carolina Poodle Club 
Mail Entries to:  Judy Butler, Test Secretary, 284 Back Creek Rd., Asheboro, NC 27205, 
                            (336) 626-9282, wildgayle@aol.com. 
  
Entry Fee Enclosed $__________ 
  
Name of Dog (Print) ____________________________________________________ 
AKC Reg. # __________________________ Call Name:  ______________________ 
Foreign Reg. # _______________________ Country of Origin:  __________________ 
Breed:  Poodle   Variety:  __________ Sex:  ___ Color:  ________ DOB:  __________ 
Sire:  ________________________________________________________________ 
Dam:  ________________________________________________________________ 
Breeder(s):  ___________________________________________________________ 
Owner(s):  ____________________________________________________________ 
Street:  _______________________________________________________________ 
City:  __________________________  State:  ___________  Zip:  ________________ 
Name of Handler:  ______________________________________________________ 
E-Mail:  _______________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number:  ________________________________________________________ 
  
E-mail is for confirmation and to send running order. 
 

I certify that I am the actual owner of the dog, or that I am the duly authorized agent of the 
actual owner whose name I have entered above. In consideration of the acceptance of this 

entry, I (we) agree to abide by the rules and regulations of the PCA and CCPC, and the rules 
in this premium, and that I am bound by the “Agreement” on this page. This entry is not valid 

unless the Agreement is attached and signed. 

  

Signature of Owner or Agent ______________________________________________ 
Address of Agent (if any signs above line for Owner): 
Street:  _________________________________ City:  _________________________ 
State:  ______ Zip:  _____________ Phone:  _________________________________ 
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AGREEMENT 

  

  

I (we) agree that the club holding this event has the right to refuse this entry for cause which 

the club shall deem sufficient. In consideration of the acceptance of this entry and of the 

holding of this event and of the opportunity to have the dog judged and to earn prizes or 

ribbons, I (we) agree to hold the Central Carolina Poodle Club (CCPC), its members, 

directors, governors, officers, agents, superintendents or event secretary and the owner 

and/or lessor of the premises and any provider of services that are necessary to hold this 

event and any employees or volunteers of the aforementioned parties, and any judge, judging 

at this event, harmless from any claim for loss or injury which may be alleged to have been 

caused directly or indirectly to any person or thing by the act of this dog while in or about the 

event premises or grounds or near any entrance thereto, and I (we) personally assume all 

responsibility and liability for any such claim; and I (we) further agree to hold the 

aforementioned parties harmless from any claim for loss, injury or damage to this dog. 

  

 

Additionally, I (we) hereby assume the sole responsibility for and agree to indemnify, defend 

and save the aforementioned parties harmless from any and all loss and expense (including 

legal fees) by reason of the liability imposed by the law upon any of the aforementioned 

parties for damage because of bodily injuries, including death at any time resulting therefrom, 

sustained by any person or persons, including yourself (ourselves), or on account of damage 

to, or loss/theft of property, arising out of or in consequence of my (our) participation in this 

event, however such, injuries, death or property damage may be caused, and whether or not 

the same may have been caused or may be alleged to have been caused by the negligence 

of the aforementioned parties or any of their employees, agents, or any other persons. I (we) 

agree that any cause of action, controversy or claim arising out of or related to the entry, 

exhibition or attendance at the event and myself (ourselves) or as to the construction, 

interpretation and effect of this agreement shall be settled by arbitration pursuant to the 

applicable rules of the American Arbitration Association. However, prior to arbitration all 

applicable PCA and CCPC bylaws, rules, regulations and procedures must be followed as set 

forth in the PCA and CCPC Charter and Bylaws, rules, regulations, and published policies and 

guidelines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Central Carolina Poodle Club  

Official WC/WCX Test Entry Form 
  

WC and WCX Tests Offered on June 1st & June 2nd, 2013 
  

Location:   Revilo Farm, 3500 Boyd’s Creek Hwy, Sevierville, TN.  37876 
Entries Close:  6 P.M. (EDT) May 23, 2013  
Drawing:  7 P.M. (EDT) May 24, 2013 at: 284 Back Creek Rd, Asheboro, NC 27205 
Entry Fees:  $42 for first entry/day, $35 for second entry of same dog, same day.  

Make checks payable to:  Central Carolina Poodle Club 
Mail Entries to:  Judy Butler, Test Secretary, 284 Back Creek Rd., Asheboro, NC 27205, 
                            (336) 626-9282, wildgayle@aol.com. 

  

Saturday:  WC Test   _____   WCX Test ______    Entry Fee Enclosed $__________ 
Sunday:     WC Test _____   WCX Test ______    Entry Fee Enclosed $ __________ 
  
Name of Dog (Print) _____________________________________________________ 
AKC Reg. # __________________________ Call Name:  _______________________ 
Foreign Reg. # _______________________ Country of Origin:  __________________ 
Breed:  Poodle   Variety:  __________ Sex:  ___ Color:  ________ DOB:  __________ 
Sire:  ________________________________________________________________ 
Dam:  ________________________________________________________________ 
Breeder(s):  ___________________________________________________________ 
Owner(s):  ____________________________________________________________ 
Street:  _______________________________________________________________ 
City:  __________________________ State:  ___________ Zip:  _________________ 
Name of Handler:  ______________________________________________________ 
E-Mail:  _______________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number:  ________________________________________________________ 
  
E-mail is for confirmation and to send running order. 
 

I certify that I am the actual owner of the dog, or that I am the duly authorized agent of the 
actual owner whose name I have entered above. In consideration of the acceptance of this 

entry, I (we) agree to abide by the rules and regulations of the PCA and CCPC, and the rules 
in this premium, and that I am bound by the “Agreement” on this page. This entry is not valid 

unless the Agreement is attached and signed. 

  

Signature of Owner or Agent ______________________________________________ 
Address of Agent (if any signs above line for Owner): 
Street:  _________________________________ City:  _________________________ 
State:  ______ Zip:  _____________ Phone:  _________________________________ 
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Finnesse All Jazzed Up (Río), CDX RAE JH MJP MXP ThD CGC VCX WC 
WCX 

March 9, 2001 – July 24, 2012 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Río 
 
 
Full of life and free of spirit, Río always enthusiastically attacked every task.  She started her 

career in the obedience ring and earned her CDX title.  We began agility and she quickly 

earned her MXP and MJP titles with over 38 1st placements.  She also excelled at Rally.  She 

earned her RAE title in a very short time and had 8 legs towards her RAE2.  In 2006 she was 

the #2 Poodle in Rally according to Front & Finish accumulating 306 First and Foremost 

Points.  These points are given based on number of dogs defeated in competition.   She loved 

hunt work and quickly earned her Junior Hunter Title.  She earned her WC (Working 

Certificate) and WCX (Working Certificate Excellent) and was awarded her Bronze, Silver and 

Gold Medallions by the Poodle Club of America.  She had earned the titles in agility, 

obedience, rally and hunt tests prior to her Atrial Septal Defect (ASD) diagnosis, which proved 

her dogged determination.  Regardless how hard we worked, she never relented.   After her 

diagnosis in June of 2006, thanks to the PCA Foundation who offered free ASD screening at 

the 2006 National Specialty, and cardiologist, Dr Sonya Gordon, of Texas A & M University 

Veterinary Teaching Hospital, who repaired her defect, Río was able to continue doing the 

things she loved so much.  In 2009 Río began to show signs of stiffness in her rear end.  After 

a complete orthopedic workup at the University of Tennessee Veterinary Teaching Hospital 

showed nothing, she began chiropractic and acupuncture therapy at UT under the magic 

touch of Dr Donna Raditic.  Thanks to Dr. Donna, Río was able resume the activities she 

enjoyed and not need drugs.  She had made remarkable progress and with regular therapy, 

showed no signs of the stiffness.  Río was actively involved in some sort of pet therapy 

program her whole life.   She was active in the University of Tennessee H.A.B.I.T. program 

where she worked at Seymour Primary School in the Ruff Read Program and at Wellington 

Place Assisted Living Facility.  She was most recently involved in the specialty commands 

program at Patricia Neal Rehabilitation Center working with stroke and head trauma patients.  

Late last year Río began to show signs of slowing down and loss of appetite.  After a thorough 

workup at UT, she was diagnosed with a heart arrhythmia.  After starting her on a heart 

medication her appetite returned.  She seemed to have newfound energy and actually 

seemed years younger, so her sudden loss came as quite a shock to us.  Río attacked all she 

did with enthusiasm and unbridled energy. She loved to train and was eager to please. 

Watching her work you would swear she was smiling. She never knew a stranger and 

continued to be a great ambassador for the therapy programs she was involved in until just 

before her death.  Though it betrayed her in the end, Río truly had a heart of gold. 
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